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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an image foraiing 
device capable of transferring print data to another printer 
when the printer is printing by providing a function that 
monitors 5ie states of other printers under a network 
environment. 

SOLUTION: A host CPU 12 transfers print data to a printer 
14. The printer 14 stores the print data in a storage device 
30. When it is in a printable state at that time, the printer 14 
performs printing. When printing is not available because 
the printer 14 is in the middle of executing printing, the 
current state of a printer 16 is inquired. The printer 16 
receiving this inquiry notifies the printer 14 of its current 
state. In the case the printer 16 is available at that time, the 
printer 14 transfers the stored print data to the printer 16 via 
a network. When the printer 16 received the print data, it . , 
prints the print data in a printing part 32. 
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